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A  UFA 
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POPULATION  CENSUS,  1901  . 

POPULATION  CENSUS,  1911  . 

POPULATION  CENSUS,  1921  . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  December,  1928 


3,777  Acres 
12,447 
13,354 
13,511 
3,489 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTH  RATE  PER  1,000  LIVING .  12.74 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  LIVING  ...  10.69 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  PER  1,000  BIRTHS  57.47 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

HIGHAM  FERRERS  &  RUSHDEN  WATER  BOARD. 
SEWERAGE  ...  .  ...  Separate  System. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

SEDIMENTATION  TANKS  &  DOUBLE  FILTRATION. 


Urban  District  of  Rushden* 


STATISTICAL  MEMORANDA,  1928. 

SITUATION. 

Latitude,  52°  17'  N.  Longitude,  36'  W. 

AREA. 

3,777  Acres. 

GEOLOGICAL  FORMATION. 

Limestone,  sand  and  clay. 

ELEVATION  OF  AREA. 

150  Feet  to  300  Feet. 

POPULATION. 

Census,  1921 — 13,511. 

Estimated  to  middle  of  June,  1928 — 13,650. 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES. 
Census,  1911.-2,863. 

Census,  1921. — 3,076. 
December,  1924. — 3,174. 
December,  1925. — 3,241. 
December,  1926.-3,298. 
December,  1927. — 3,398. 
December,  1928. — 3,489. 

RAINFALL. — In  Inches. 

1927—32.80.  1928—24.71 . 

Average — 2.59. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Constant  Service. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

By  water  carriage  for  the  most  part. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

12.74  per  1,000  living. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

57.47  per  1,000  Births. 

PHTHISIS  DEATH  RATE. 

.87  per  1,000  living. 
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RUSHDEN 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


To  the  Cha  irman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Urban  ^District  of  T^ushden. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
for  the  year,  1928,  on  the  Public  Heath  of  the  District  under 
your  administrative  control. 

The  general  formation  of  the  report  will  follow  closely 
that  of  previous  years  and  it  will  be  considered  as  an  ordinary 
report  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area*  Summary* 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Acres,  3,777 

Population  Census,  1921  ...  ...  ...  13,511 

Estimated  Population,  1928  ...  ...  ...  13,650 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1921  ...  ...  3,076 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1928  ...  ...  3,489 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers,  1921  3,361 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers,  1928  4,199 

Rateable  Value,  December,  1928...  ...  £54,022-2-0 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £190 


In  the  reports  for  several  years  it  has  been  pointed  out  that 
the  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registar  General  has  been 
considerably  lower  than  the  local  estimate,  but  after  careful 
consideration  and  discussion  the  estimate  for  1928,  namely, 
13,650,  has  been  agreed  as  a  reasonable  estimate,  and  this 
figure  is  used  for  the  calculation  of  the  various  statistics  which 
follow. 
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The  number  of  inhabited  houses  for  the  year  1928,  was 
3489,  an  increase  of  91  as  compared  with  1927,  while  the 
number  of  separate  occupiers,  namely  4199,  has  only  increased 
by  48.  These  figures  must  be  considered  satisfactory  and  as 
evidence  that  overcrowding  is  steadily  and  effectively  being 
reduced. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics* 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Live  Births  :  Legitimate 

...  89 

73 

162 

Illegitimate 

...  6 

6 

12 

95 

79 

174 

Birth  Rate  12.74. 

Deaths  :  146.  Death  Rate  10.69. 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  : 
From  sepsis  :  Nil. 

From  Other  causes  :  Nil. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  : 

Legitimate  :  43.2.  Illegitimate  :  250.  Total — 57.47. 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  :  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  :  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  :  Nil. 


Local  Birth  Rate* 

The  Return  of  the  Registrar  General  indicates  that  the 
number  of  births  during  the  year  1928,  was  174,  of  which 
total  95  were  males  and  79  females.  Of  this  total  there  were 
12  illegitimate  births,  6  being  males  and  6  females.  The 
total  birth  rate  for  the  year  is  12.74,  this  figure  being  a  tenth 
lower  than  the  figure  for  1927.  It  must  be  again  pointed 
out  that  the  local  birth  rate  is  still  far  below  that  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole,  namely  16.7.  It  is,  perhaps,  comforting 
to  note  that  this  year’s  decline  is  less  marked  than  that  of 
the  previous  7  years. 


BIRTH  RATE. 

1922.  1923.  1924.  1925.  1926.  1927.  1928. 

Rushden  ...  17.98  17.6  14.4  15.31  15.38  12.84  12.74 

Eng.  &  Wales  20.6  19.7  18.8  18.3  17.8  16.7  16.7 

Local  Death  Rate* 

During  the  year  under  consideration  according  to  the  Return 
of  the  Registrar  General,  there  were  146  deaths  of  which  71 
were  among  the  males  and  75  among  females,  giving  a  death 
rate  of  10.69.  This  figure  is  slightly  above  that  for  1927. 


6 


Although  it  is  the  highest  figure  registered  sinee  1921,  it  is 
still  well  below  that  for  England  and  Wales,  namely,  11.7. 

Death  Rate.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925.  1926.  1927.  1928. 

Rushden  ...  9.6  9.48  9.81  10.0  9.68  10.25  10.69 

Infant  Mortality* 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (the  number  of  deaths  among 
infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  infants  born)  for  1928  is 
57.47.  This  is  exactly  the  same  figure  as  that  for  1927  and 
should  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  when  it  is  realised  there  has 
been  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  illegitimate  births, 
namely  12  for  1928,  in  comparison  with  4  for  1927.  Of  the 
10  deaths  amongst  children  under  one  year  6  deaths  come 
under  the  heading  of  congenital  debility  or  malformation  or 
premature  birth  and  were  therefore  unavoidable,  but  that 
as  many  as  6  deaths  occurred  from  such  causes  indicates  that 
there  is  still  much  to  be  done  in  the  anti-natal  care  of  expectant 
mothers.  The  local  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is  satisfactory 
when  compared  with  that  for  England  and  Wales,  namely  65. 

Infant  Mortality  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925.  1926.  1927.  1928. 
Rate.  *  76.92  49.3  55.55  61.61  28.84  57.47  57.47 

Influenza* 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  in  1928  there  was  only  one 
death  from  this  cause  as  compared  with  19  in  1927. 

Tuberculosis* 

Tuberculosis  was  the  cause  of  death  in  13  instances  giving 
a  Tuberculosis  Mortality  rate  of  .95,  while  that  for  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  is  .87.  These  figures  are  eminently  satisfactory 
as  they  show  a  marked  reduction  as  compared  with  those  for 
1927,  namely  1.4  and  1.25  respectively.  This  reduction 
is  no  doubt  in  a  large  measure  due  to  the  relative  absence 
of  influenza  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis* 


1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925.  1926. 

1927. 

1928. 

No.  Deaths  17 

21 

17 

15 

15  12 

19 

13 

Mortality  Rate. — 
1.23 

1.25 

1.23 

1.09 

1 .08  .88 

1.4 

.95 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis* 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925.  1926. 

1927. 

1928. 

No.  Deaths  14 

17 

12 

12 

14  9 

17 

12 

Mortality  Rate— 
1.01 

1.23 

.87 

.87 

1.01  .66 

1.25 

.87 
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Cancer* 


The  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  noted  in  last  year’s 
Report  has  unfortunately  not  been  maintained  for  this  year, 
cancer  being  the  cause  of  death  in  18  instances,  giving  a  mortality 
rate  of  1.31.  It  is  very  disquieting  to  note  the  fairly  steady 
increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  in  the  last  8 
years.  With  the  exception  of  heart  disease,  cancer  now  causes 
more  deaths  than  any  other  disease. 


1921.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1923.  1926.  1927.  1928. 


No.  Deaths  12. 

11. 

9. 

20. 

16. 

23. 

15. 

18. 

Mortality  Rate — 
.88 

.8 

.79 

1.45 

1.16 

1.7 

1.1 

1.31 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood  Vessels* 

This  year  again  shows  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
from  this  cause,  the  figure  being  33  giving  a  mortality  rate 
of  2.41.  These  figures  are  the  highest  ever  recorded  in  the 
town. 


1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

1926. 

1927.  1928. 

No.  Deaths  13. 
Mortality  Rate — 

17. 

24. 

24. 

28. 

23. 

30.  33. 

.95 

1.23 

1.74 

1.75 

2.03 

1.7 

2.2  2.41 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other 
Respiratory  Diseases* 

These  diseases  have  accounted  for  1 1  deaths,  giving  a  mor¬ 
tality  rate  of  1.24.  These  figures  are  slightly  above  those 
for  1927,  but  are  the  second  lowest  recorded  since  1921. 


1921.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925.  1926.  1927.  1928. 


No.  Deaths  15. 
Mortality  Rate — 

23. 

14. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

8. 

11. 

1.09 

1.69 

1.01 

1.38 

1.4 

1.54 

.59 

1.24 

The  Death  Rate 

as  a 

Whole 

♦ 

1921. 

1922 

.  1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

1926. 

1927. 

1928. 

10.71 

9.6 

9.49 

9.81 

10.01 

9.68 

10.25 

10.69 
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Deaths  at  all  ages* 

The  following  Table  shows  the  age  distribution  of  the 
deaths  during  1928  according  to  the  Returns  received. 


Totals  Under  65  & 


1  yr. 

1-2 

2-3  3-4  4-5 

5-10  10-15 

15-20 

20-35 

35-45 

45-65 

Over 

139 

10 

2 

i  i  i 

1 

4 

14 

7 

37 

|  64 

8 

Outward  transfers. 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

131 

10 

2 

1  1 

1 

1 

11 

6 

36 

|  64 

14 

Inward  transfers. 

1 

1 

2 

5 

5 

145 

10 

2 

1  1  1 

1 

2 

12 

8 

41 

|  69 

The  following  table  shews  in  detail  the  causes  of  death  as 
returned  by  the  Registrar-General. 


Males  Females 

Total 

Influenza 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

...  8 

4 

12 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 

1 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

...  8 

10 

18 

Diabetes 

...  2 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

1 

10 

11 

Heart  Disease 

...  11 

15 

26 

Arterio-sclerosis 

...  5 

2 

7 

Bronchitis  ... 

...  2 

1 

3 

Pneumonia,  all  forms 

...  3 

2 

5 

Other  Respiratory  diseases 

...  2 

1 

3 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ... 

1 

1 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  debility  and  malformation 
premature  birth 

...  3 

3 

6 

Suicide 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Deaths  from  violence 

...  5 

1 

6 

Other  defined  diseases 

...  18 

18 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ... 

2 

2 

Totals 

...  71 

75 

146 

Death  Returns  received  from  Local  Registrar* 

139  In  District 
14  Inwards  transfers 

153 

8  Outwards  transfers 
145  Total 

Discrepancy  of  1. 

The  discrepancy  between  the  local  figures  and  the  Official 
ones  amounts  to  only  one  this  year. 
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Causes  of  Sickness  and  Invalidity* 

The  year  1928  was  a  very  healthy  year.  There  were  no 
epidemics  of  any  serious  character.  The  usual  children’s 
ailments  were  fairly  prevalent  as  in  previous  years,  but  nothing 
that  can  be  in  any  way  regarded  as  an  epidemic  occurred. 

I  would  again  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  parents 
do  not  appear  to  appreciate  the  necessity  of  isolating  children 
suffering  from  such  diseases  as  measles,  chicken-pox,  whooping- 
cough  and  mumps,  and  this  laxness  has  been  in  a  large  measure 
the  cause  of  the  spread  of  these  ailments.  Many  instances 
have  come  to  my  knowledge  where  children  have  been  allowed 
to  return  to  school  while  still  in  an  infectious  condition. 
It  must  be  obvious  that  one  such  child  may  easily  be  a  source 
of  infection  to  the  whole  school  class.  It  is  impossible  for 
the  school  teachers,  although  they  are  very  observant  in  these 
matters,  always  to  recognise  a  child  as  being  in  an  infectious 
condition. 


The  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area* 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  three  hospitals  situated 
within  the  Urban  boundaries,  during  the  year.  The  Small¬ 
pox  Hospital  is  situated  close  to  the  Bedford  Road  about 
a  mile  beyond  the  town  and  belongs  to  the  Urban  Council. 
It  is  composed  of  two  wards  and  administrative  offices  and  is 
capable  of  accommodating  24  Patients.  Although,  fortunately, 
it  has  not  been  necessary  to  use  the  hospital  during  the  past 
year,  the  Council  has  retained  the  services  of  a  resident  care¬ 
taker  whose  wife  can  undertake  certain  duties  in  connection 
with  the  administration  of  the  hospital  should  an  emergency 
arise. 

The  Cottage  Hospital  is  situated  in  Griffith  Street  and  has 
accommodation  for  two  beds.  This  Institution  has  been 
utilized  during  the  year  chiefly  for  minor  surgical  work  and 
Patients  admitted  there  are  cared  for  by  a  resident  nurse 
The  majority  of  cases  requiring  in-patient  treatment  have 
been,  as  in  past  years,  sent  to  the  County  Hospitals  at  North¬ 
ampton  and  Bedford. 

The  Rushden  House  Sanatorium  which  has  carried  on  its 
usual  excellent  work  throughout  the  year,  is  under  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  control  of  the  Northamptonshire  County  Council 
and  has  accommodation  for  the  treatment  of  some  72  cases 
of  Tuberculosis.  A  few  of  the  beds  are  reserved  for  the  less 
hopeful  type  of  case,  but  the  majority  of  the  beds  are  occupied 
by  early  cases.  In  the  main,  the  Institution  is  utilized  for 
persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  who  are 
resident  in  the  County  of  Northamptonshire,  but  a  few  Patients 
from  districts  outside  the  County  have  received  treatment. 

Although  the  need  for  a  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  in¬ 
fectious  diseases  has  not  been  urgent  in  the  past,  the  question 
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of  providing  such  an  Institiition  will,  I  am  sure,  have  to  be 
faced  in  the  near  future,  as  it  is  too  much  to  hope  that  the  town 
will  never  again  be  visited  by  an  epedemic  of  infectious  disease 
and  under  modern  housing  conditions,  it  is  becoming  jmore 
and  more  difficult  to  procure  effective  isolation  of  infectious 
cases,  so  that  if  the  town  is  to  have  the  protection  which  it  de¬ 
serves  some  provision  for  the  treatment  of  this  type  of  disease 
will  require  earnest  consideration. 

The  Rushden  and  District  Motor  Ambulance  Association 
has  carried  on  its  most  excellent  work,  the  chief  duties  being 
the  transportation  of  Patients  to  Hospital  and  these  duties 
have  been,  as  in  the  past,  most  efficiently  carried  out.  The 
calls  for  the  Ambulance  at  any  hour  have  always  been  dealt 
with  with  the  utmost  promptitude.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that 
the  old  Ford  Ambulance  has  been  replaced  by  an  excellent 
and  most  comfortable  vehicle. 

During  the  year  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic  in  connection  with 
the  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital  was  established  in  the 
town.  A  suitable  room  has  been  procured  at  the  Y.M.C.A. 
Buildings,  where  Patients  requiring  special  Orthopaedic 
treatment  attend.  The  Clinic  is  visited  periodically  by  the 
Orthopaedic  Specialist  who  is  attached  to  the  Manfield 
Orthopaedic  Hospital.  Already  a  great  deal  of  excellent 
work  has  been  carried  out.  Apart  from  the  School  Clinic 
there  are  no  other  treatment  centres  in  the  town. 

Public  Health  Staff* 

Medical  Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  Part  Time. 

Sanitary  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  Whole  Time. 

In  each  case  half  of  the  salary  is  recoverable  from  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  Grant  through  the  County  Council. 

Summary  of  Nursing  Arrangements,  etc* 

The  Rushden  Nursing  Association  has  throughout  the  year 
retained  the  services  of  one  fully  trained  District  Nurse  for 
the  nursing  of  the  sick  in  their  own  homes.  The  District 
Nurse  is  also  a  certified  Midwife  and  has  carried  on  much  good 
work  both  in  general  nursing  and  in  midwifery. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  three  practising  Midwives 
in  the  town,  two  of  whom  hold  the  Certificate  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board.  There  is  also  another  nurse  who  holds  this 
Certificate,  but  she  has  not  recently  practised  midwifery  on 
her  own  account. 

The  nursing  of  infectious  diseases,  e.g.  Measles,  is  under 
the  control  of  the  County  Council. 

Laboratory  Work* 

As  in  past  years  the  arrangement  which  the  Council  has 
with  the  Pathological  Department  of  the  Northampton  General 
Hospital  for  the  examination  of  clinical  material  still  obtains, 
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and  the  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  specimens 
submitted  for  examination  and  also  the  result  of  such  invest¬ 
igation.  A  supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  in  phials  of  three 
different  strengths  is  kept  in  the  Sanitary  Department  and 
is  available  for  the  use  of  General  Practitioners  in  the  Town. 

Laboratory  Work* 

Pathological  Specimens  submitted  for  examination  at  the 
General  Hospital,  Northampton. 


Specimens. 

Total. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Diphtheria  ... 

43 

5 

38 

Tuberculosis 

34 

5 

29 

Typhoid 

3 

1 

2 

T  OTALS 

80 

11 
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Legislation  in  Force* 

A  List  of  Bye-Laws  and  Adoptive  Acts  made  and  adopted 
by  the  Rushden  Urban  District  Council  is  appended. 


19th  Nov.,  1891 . 
20th  April,  1925. 
19th  Aug.,  1903. 

13th  Nov.,  1907. 

20th  April,  1925. 

5th  Nov.,  1891. 

30th  March,  1903 
22nd  Aug.,  1908. 


28th  June,  1921. 


Bye-Laws. 

Bye-laws  as  to  new  streets  and  buildings. 

Bye-laws  as  to  new  streets  and  buildings. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Reg¬ 
ulations. 

Bye-laws  for  the  Prevention  of  Nuisances, 
etc. 

Bye-laws  as  to  new  streets  and  buildings. 
Adoptive  Acts. 

Part  3  of  the  Public  Health  Act  Amend¬ 
ment  Act,  1890. 

Private  Street  Works  Acts. 

Parts  2  and  3,  and  Sections  52,  53,  54, 
55,  57,  58,  59,  60,  61,  62,  63,  64,  65, 
66,  and  68  of  Part  4  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  subject 
to  certain  conditions  and  adaptations. 

Part  6  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amend¬ 
ment  Act,  1907. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area* 

The  Water  Supply  of  the  town  is  drawn  from  the  Reservior 
at  Sywell  which  is  situated  some  11  miles  from  the  town 
and  is  under  the  control  of  the  Higham  Ferrers  and  Rushden 
Water  Board.  The  water  is  excellent  in  quality  and  is  un- 
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limited  in  quantity.  Practically  every  house  is  supplied  direct 
with  water.  There  are,  however,  a  few  instances  in  which 
several  houses  draw  water  from  a  common  stand-pipe. 

The  Brook  which  runs  through  the  town  has  been  kept 
in  good  sanitary  condition  throughout  the  year.  This  stream 
is  for  the  most  part  culverted  where  it  actually  runs  through 
the  town,  but  in  those  parts  which  are  open  it  is  bedded  with 
bricks  to  facilitate  periodical  cleansing. 

The  water  carriage  system  of  Sewage  disposal  obtains  through¬ 
out  the  town  and  all  the  houses  in  the  truly  Urban  area  are 
provided  with  wash  down  closets  and  flushing  cisterns.  In 
certain  of  the  more  out-lying  parts  of  the  town  where  it  has 
not  yet  been  possible  to  lay  a  Sewer,  the  houses  are  provided 
with  either  the  cesspool  or  pail  closet  system. 

The  Sewage  Works  are  situated  in  the  low  lying  district 
between  the  Wellingborough  Road  and  the  Railway  and  here 
the  Sewage  is  dealt  with  in  a  most  efficient  manner  by  the 
Double  Filtration  Method.  The  effluent  flows  into  the  Brook 
which  passes  close  to  the  Sewage  Works  and  from  thence 
into  the  Nene. 

The  scavenging  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  by  weekly 
collection  by  means  of  1  open  and  4  closed  carts.  During 
the  year  4,328  loads  were  collected. 

The  new  Tip  which  is  situated  close  to  the  Bedford  Road 
where  the  Tip-and-Cover  system  has  been  carried  out  has 
worked  most  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

Galvanized  iron  sanitary  dustbins  are  now  provided  by 
practically  every  house  in  the  area. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area* 

A  full  and  detailed  account  of  this  work  will  be  found  in 
the  appended  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  was  1530  and  the 
number  of  Notices  served  was  111.  The  number  of  defects 
remedied  as  a  result  of  these  Notices  was  399. 

Housing* 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Total  :including  numbers  given  separately  under  ( b )  )  91 

( b )  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  40 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  17 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

thoses  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  re- 
reasonably  lit  for  human  habitation  ... 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 
Service  of  formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  render¬ 
ed  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers... 


Nil. 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A — Procceedings  under  section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  4 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative 
in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 

view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made... 


Nil. 


(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil. 

The  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food,  the  Milk 
Supply,  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  etc* 

The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  work  which  has 
been  done  throughout  the  year  under  this  heading  : — 

Milk  Supply*  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926* 

Cowsheds  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Dairies  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Milkshops  and  Milkstores  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Proposed  Milkstores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  samples  of  Milk  taken  for  bacteriological 

examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Cowsheds  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Milkstores  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  matters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  floors  of  Cowsheds  constructed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meat  Inspection* 

The  following  table  shews  the  work  done  during  1928 
under  this  heading  : 

Meat,  etc* 

Slaughter-houses,  inspection  of  ...  ...  ...  ...  382 

Butcher’s  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Food  Stores  and  other  Food  Premises  ...  ...  11 

Meat  and  other  food  condemned  as  diseased  or  unfit 

for  food  ...  ...  1  ton — 4  cwts. — 0  qrs. — 25 \  lb 

Slaughter-houses* 

Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  ...  .  9 

The  Administration  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
etc.,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council. 
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The  Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases* 


Analysis  of  the  total  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  (other  than 
Tuberculosis). 


Disease 

!  Totals 

1 

Unlyr 

i 

r-H 

CO 

i 

CM 

CO 

LO 

1 

Tf 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-35 

35-45 

45-65 

> 

O 

lO 

CD 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

11 

1 

6 

4 

Diphtheria 

4 

3 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

(including 

Paratyphoid). 

1 

1 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

21 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

3 

2 

Erysipelas 

12 

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

Ophthalmia  ... 

Neonatorum 

2 

2 

Total 

52 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

11 

7 

4 

9 

2 

9 

2 

Notifiable  Diseases* 

Monthly  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  (including  Tuber¬ 
culosis). 


Months 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary  1 

Tuberculosis 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Totals 

January 

1 

2 

3 

February 

1 

2 

3 

March 

1 

1 

4 

2 

8 

April  ... 

2 

2 

1 

5 

May 

1 

2 

3 

1 

7 

June 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

July  . 

2 

3 

5 

August 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

September 

1 

4 

2 

1 

8 

October 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

November 

2 

4 

1 

3 

10 

December 

3 

1 

3 

7 

Totals 

4 

11 

12 

21 

1 

17 

4 

1 

2 

73 

1916—279.  1917—278.  1918—211.  1919—118.  1920—63. 

1921—42.  1922—79.  1923—80.  1924—83.  1925—203. 

1926— 160.  1927—55.  1928.— 52. 

The  above  Tables  show  in  detail  the  number  of  cases  of 
notifiable  disease,  including  Tuberculosis,  which  occurred 


during  the  year.  They  also  show  how  these  diseases  were 
distributed  in  the  various  age  periods  and  their  monthly 
incidence.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  were  52  cases  of  noti¬ 
fiable  disease  other  than  Tubercolusis,  which  figure  is  slightly 
below  that  of  last  yeat. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  the  cause  of  infection  in  11  instances. 
Pneumonia  was  notified  in  21  instances  as  against  29  in  1927. 

Erysipelas,  12  were  notified  which  shows  a  marked  increase 
over  last  year’s  figure  of  5.  There  were  2  cases  of  Oph¬ 
thalmia  Neonatorum,  and  there  was  1  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
notified.  There  were  only  4  cases  of  Diphtheria  during  the 
year.  This  is  a  very  satisfactory  condition  of  affairs  as  com¬ 
pared  with  1927,  when  it  will  be  remembered  that  there  was 
an  alarming  outbreak  of  this  disease.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  this  cause. 

The  following  Tables  show  how  the  notifiable  diseases 
were  treated  in  hospital  and  that  the  notifiable  disease  was 
the  cause  of  2  deaths. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

Diphtheria 

4 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

(including 

Paratyphoid). 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

Pneumonia 

21 

Erysipelas 

12 

1 

1 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

1 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  ... 

2 

Totals 


52 


Analysis  of  Deaths  under  Age  Groups 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Cases 

Vision 

un¬ 

impaired 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At 

Home 

In 

Hospital 

2 

2 

— 

Not 

known 

Not 

known 

Not 

known 

— 

17 


65  &  over 


Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  . 

1  . 

5  . 

1 

1 

10  . 

1 

15  . 

3 

1 

20  . 

r 

1 

1 

25  . 

2 

2 

2 

35  . 

4 

1 

2 

1 

45  . 

3 

2 

55 

2 

3 

65  and  Over 

Totals  ... 

12 

5 

2 

2 

8 

4 

1 

The  above  Table  shows  that  there  were  17  new  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  4  cases  of  non-pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  notified.  The  Table  also  shows  that  there  were  12 
deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  1  death  from  non- 
pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  All  the  deaths  had  previously 
been  notified.  It  will  therefore  be  realised  that  the  notification 
of  Tuberculosis  in  the  area  is  satisfactory. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Act,  1925,  no  Notices  were  served  and  there  were  no  appeals 
and  no  compensation  was  paid.  Under  Section  62  of  the  above 
Act  no  action  was  taken. 


Disinfection. 

The  small  disinfecting  chamber  at  the  Depot  which  is 
under  the  direction  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  in 
full  use  during  the  year,  129  articles  having  been  disinfected, 
but  in  spite  of  the  success  of  this  method  of  disinfection, 
it  was  deemed  necessary  to  destroy  167  articles  of  bedding, 
wearing  apparel,  etc.  66  rooms  in  private  houses  were  dis¬ 
infected.  Fuller  details  of  this  work  will  be  found  in  the 
appended  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  methods 
in  use  are  sulphur  dioxide  candles  and  formalin  sprays.  The 
question  of  the  establishment  of  a  proper  Steam  Disinfector 
has  been  under  consideration  and  it  is  hoped  that  by  the 
end  of  next  year  a  Steam  Disinfector  will  be  in  working 
order. 
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In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  all  the  members  of  the  Council 
for  their  kindness  and  help  given  to  me  in  the  carrying 
out  of  my  duties.  I  also  wish  to  thank  the  Officers  of  the 
Council  for  the  assistance  which  they  have  extended  to  me 
at  all  times.  More  particularly  have  I  to  thank  Mr.  Piper, 
who  is  responsible  for  the  greater  part  of  the  executive  work 
in  connection  with  the  sanitary  matters,  for  his  tactful  handling 
of  these  often  difficult  duties  and  for  his  loyal  help  at  all 
times. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  A.  J.  N.  MURISET,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  Edin., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SUMMARY  OF  VETERINARY  INSPECTOR  S  REPORT,  1928. 


3  months  ending 
March 

3  months  ending 
June 

3  months  ending 
September 

3  months  ending 
December 

Premises  visited  ... 

18 

18 

18 

18 

Milch  Cows  and  Heifers  inspected 

190 

187 

193 

159 

Symptoms  of  disease  in  Cows  ... 

2 

2 
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Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 


^o  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rushden  Urban  ‘District  Council . 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1928. 

In  opening  my  “  chapter  of  comments  ”  I  should  again 
like  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  voluntary  improvements 
carried  out  (for  the  most  part  by  owner-occupiers  of  houses) 
that  necessitate  supervision  by  the  Sanitary  Department. 

In  four  instances  modern  up-to-date  bathrooms  have  been 
constructed  containing  bath,  lavatory  basin  and  pedestal 
water-closet  on  quite  lavish  lines,  three  of  these  being  on  the 
first  floor,  and  one  on  the  ground  floor.  The  fashion  to  have 
three  sanitary  fittings  in  one  room  looks  well  and  sanitary, 
but  it  would  be  found  more  hygienic  and  convenient  to  have 
the  water-closet  in  a  separate  cubicle. 

The  construction  of  these  bathrooms  entails  a  considerable 
amount  of  work  as  new  drains  and  gullies  have  to  be  laid,  in¬ 
spection  chambers  constructed  and  soil  pipes  erected. 

There  are  several  instances  where  pedestal  water  closets 
have  been  fixed  in  existing  bathrooms,  presumably  to  form  the 
complete  suite  of  sanitary  fittings,  and  these  have  entailed  the 
construction  of  new  drains  and  soil  pipes. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  report  that  the  drains  of  two  large 
houses  have  been  connected  to  the  public  sewer.  The  houses 
formerly  discharged  their  drainage  into  cesspools.  This 
work  necessarily  involved  large  drainage  works  and  in  one 
instance  required  227  feet  of  drain  to  be  constructed. 

There  are  several  other  instances  of  voluntary  improvement, 
the  list  is  to  be  found  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

Complaints* 

As  in  other  years  this  department  has  again  been  made 
good  use  of  by  aggrieved  persons,  and  113  cases  were  dealt 
with  under  Sanitary  Law.  Numerous  other  complaints  were 
received,  but  as  they  were  only  remediable  by  Civil  Law, 
no  action  could  be  taken  by  the  department. 
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Dwelling  Houses* 

The  total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  defects 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  Housing  Acts  is  126,  and  the 
number  classed  as  “  found  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  habitation  is  45,  and  the  number  rendered  fit  is  44,  and 
the  defects  that  were  remedied  total  254.  At  the  close  of 
the  year  a  fair  number  of  defects  had  not  been  remedied  but 
they  undoubtedly  will  be  in  the  year  1929. 

As  in  other  years  a  great  amount  of  correspondence  has 
been  necessary  and  much  time  has  been  spent  in  convincing 
responsible  persons  of  the  necessity  of  the  remedies  in  order 
that  the  many  Acts  and  Orders  in  force  in  the  district  might 
be  complied  with. 

Several  instances  have  occurred  where  on  the  request  of 
a  medical  practitioner  in  attendance  upon  a  patient  at  a  par¬ 
ticular  house  the  drains  have  been  tested,  the  defects  remedied 
and  the  sanitary  circumstances  improved,  e.g.,  the  removal 
of  animals  kept  in  an  unclean  condition  and  the  yards  repaired 
etc.,  and  this  though  probably  accidental  has  certainly  procured 
improvements. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  inspect  a  row  of  houses  under 
the  Housing  Acts,  late  in  1927,  the  defects  being  remedied 
in  the  following  February.  This  required  a  considerable 
amount  of  correspondence  and  many  interviews  and  the  support 
of  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Committe  to  be  obtained  before 
remedial  measures  could  be  attempted. 

At  one  of  the  schools  it  was  found  that  the  interior  was 
in  a  very  dirty  condition.  Steps  were  taken  to  obtain  the 
cleansing  of  the  walls  and  ceilings  in  all  rooms,  etc.,  and  after 
much  correspondence  and  several  interviews  all  rooms  were 
thoroughly  cleansed. 

Secondly  3  automatic  flushed  closets  were  removed  and 
modern  wash-downs  pans  with  flushing  cisterns  were  con¬ 
structed  together  with  the  necessary  drains  and  inspection 
chambers. 

There  are  two  other  schools  at  which  parts  of  the  sanitary 
conveniences  are  open  to  suspicion,  but  it  is  hoped  that  before 
another  year  elapses  a  satisfactory  report  of  alteration  will 
be  given. 

There  are  many  other  items  of  more  or  less  the  usual  class, 
viz:  re  drainage  and  repairs.  Reference  may  be  made  to 
the  appended  tables. 


Factories  and  Workshops* 

This  year  has  been  a  busy  one  so  far  as  the  inspection 
of  factories  and  workshops  is  concerned,  and  I  find  that  39 
defects  have  been  remedied,  as  compared  with  18  for  last 
year.  Five  additional  pedestal  water  closets  and  intervening 
air  spaces  being  present  have  been  constructed,  and  3  earth- 
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closets  have  been  converted  to  pedestal  washdown  pans  with 
flushing  cisterns.  In  the  former  case  proper  cubicles  had  to 
be  erected  and  in  both  cases  new  drains  were  constructed 
with  the  necessary  inspection  chambers,  etc.  In  the  latter 
case  a  new  connection  was  made  to  the  Council’s  sewer. 

In  another  case  6  properly  ventilated  air  spaces  were  pro¬ 
vided  for  existing  lavatories. 

In  one  instance  where  the  Council’s  sewer  was  not  within 
reach  of  the  factory  premises  an  additional  earth  closet  had 
to  be  erected. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  89  factories,  38  workshops, 
and  17  bakehouses  on  the  Register.  Each  entry  containing 
all  the  necessary  information  as  required  by  the  Acts. 

There  are  many  other  items  at  the  end  of  this  report  under 
this  heading  which  may  be  of  interest. 

In  passing,  I  would  add  that  all  the  bakehouses  and  flour 
stores  in  the  district  have  been  kept  in  a  fairly  clean  condition, 
save  for  3  where  notice  of  cleansing  and  limewashing  had  to 
be  given. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  etc. 

During  the  year  108  inspections  and  visits  have  been  made 
in  connection  with  the  above,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that 
of  the  49  visits  to  cowsheds,  it  was  only  necessary  to  ask 
the  occupier  in  two  instances  to  cleanse  and  lime-wash  the 
walls,  etc.  The  cleanliness  in  general  and  of  the  cows,  milkers 
and  utensils  is  of  course  always  under  observation  and  generally 
a  fair  standard  is  maintained. 

In  structural  additions,  success  was  obtained  after  persuad¬ 
ing  one  cowkeeper,  to  erect  a  new  milkstore,  and  in  another 
case,  of  a  cowkeeper  causing  a  new  floor  to  be  formed  in  the 
cowshed. 

At  the  present  time  the  names  of  17  Cowkeepers  and  whole¬ 
sale  purveyors  of  milk,  and  30  Retail  purveyors  of  milk  are 
on  the  Register. 

During  the  year  22  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during 
delivery  to  the  consumer  and  submitted  for  Bacteriological 
Examination,  and  five  of  the  cowkeepers  were  able  to  produce 
an  untreated  milk  not  containing  any  Baccillus  Coli  and  the 
counts  of  bacteria  ranging  from  222  to  46,000  per  c.c. 

There  is  a  Grade  “  A  ”  milk  being  retailed  in  the  town 
which  does  not  come  within  my  perview  for  sampling  ;  this 
being  entirely  under  the  Control  of  the  County  Authority. 

Food  Premises. 

In  the  list  of  inspections  and  visits  it  will  be  found  that  as 
in  the  past,  much  attention  has  been  given  to  Slaughter¬ 
houses.  Each  animal  carcase  together  with  all  organs  are 
carefully  examined  and  if  any  trace  of  disease  is  found,  the 
affected  part  or  if  necessary  the  whole  carcase  is  removed  to 
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the  shed  for  condemned  meat  at  the  Depot  and  destroyed 
after  the  usual  procedure.  At  the  close  of  the  year  1  ton — 
3  cwts. — 2  qrs. — 20^  lbs.  had  been  condemned. 

The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  are  still  of  great 
assistance  in  removing  what  at  one  time  often  proved  to  be 
a  fruitless  visit  and  unless  set  times  for  slaughtering  have  been 
previously  arranged,  3  hours  notice  has  to  be  given. 

All  the  slaughterhouses  and  butchers  premises  have  been 
kept  in  good  condition  throughout  the  year. 

There  is  no  alteration  as  regards  Registered  and  Licensed 
Slaughterhouses  there  being  3  of  the  former  and  6  of  the  latter. 


Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection* 

As  in  other  years  much  attention  has  been  given  to  this 
part  of  the  work,  and  on  receipt  of  a  notification  of  an  Infectious 
Disease  all  other  prearranged  work  is  set  aside  until  the  case 
has  been  dealt  with. 

The  outstanding  feature  was  the  60  visits  to  Small-pox 
contacts  working  in  a  factory  in  the  district.  In  the  first  in¬ 
instance  one  contact  who  lived  out  of  town  had  rooms  with 
his  wife  at  a  house  from  which  a  person  notified  as  suffering 
from  Small-pox  was  taken  to  an  Isolation  Hospital.  This 
man  eventually  developed  Small-pox  but  in  another  district; 
and  the  other  persons  who  had  been  working  near  him  in 
a  local  factory  were  contacts  and  were  d-ealt  with  as  such,  and 
therefore  visits  were  made  to  these  contacts  every  morning 
until  all  danger  had  passed.  In  the  meantime  the  factory 
was  disinfected  at  the  close  of  each  day  and  other  precautions 
taken.  Later  information  from  a  medical  practioner  was  also 
received  of  a  suspected  case  :  and  this  house  was  visited 
immediately  until  the  contrary  was  proved. 

Much  time  has  also  been  given  to  other  notifiable  diseases 
as  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  list  of  Inspections  and  Visits 
at  the  end  of  this  report.  It  was  also  found  necessary  to  exclude 
30  children  from  day  school  and  28  children  from  Sunday 
school,  all  having  been  in  contact  with  an  infectious  person 
directly  or  indirectly. 

The  total  number  of  articles  and  rooms  disinfected  was 
366,  seventy  of  this  number  being  infected  rooms  etc.,  and  the 
remaining  300  being  for  clothes  and  wearing  apparel  disinfected 
and  destroyed.  Of  the  70  rooms  disinfected,  19  had  to  be 
throughly  cleansed,  old  paper  removed  from  the  walls  and 
ceilings  and  either  repapered  or  distempered  owing  to  the 
existing  conditions. 

In  comparing  the  list  for  last  year  a  great  decrease  all  round 
will  be  noted,  the  cause  for  this  being  a  matter  for  conjecture. 

During  the  year  22  claims  for  compensation  were  received 
with  respect  to  beds  etc.,  destroyed  :  this  account  costing 
£30-5-0  or  £1-7-6  in  each  case,  whereas  the  total  number 
of  beds  destroyed  was  69,  clearly  showing  that  in  many  cases 
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compensation  was  not  asked  for.  The  total  number  of  all 
articles  destroyed  was  167  and  from  observing  the  condition 
of  some  of  the  articles  of  bedding,  wearing  apparel  and  house¬ 
hold  articles  it  seemed  a  great  pity  that  some  form  of  steam 
sterilization  was  not  available. 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act* 

Several  complaints  were  received,  also  premises  were  in¬ 
spected  during  the  year  under  the  above  Act  and  action  taken 
with  respect  of  these.  Rat  poisons  etc.,  were  sold  from  this 
department,  and  I  venture  to  suggest  that  much  good  was 
derived  therefrom. 

One  or  two  areas  appeared  to  be  very  much  infected  during 
the  month  of  June,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  engage  2 
Rat-catchers  for  4  weeks  to  deal  with  these  areas.  In  one 
particular  area  one  or  two  rats  again  appeared,  and  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  again  employ  the  Rat-catchers  for  another 
two  weeks,  since  when  further  complaints  have  not  been 
received. 


Petroleum  Acts* 

Under  these  Acts  we  have  had  up  to  this  year  in  the  district 
14  stores  containing  petrol  in  cans,  9  stores  containing  petrol 
in  single  tanks  of  from  200  to  1,500  gallons  and  4  stores  con¬ 
taining  petrol  with  more  than  one  tank  of  up  to  1,000  gallons. 
During  the  year  3  additional  500  gallon  tank  stores  and  2 
can  stores  have  been  erected  making  a  total  in  the  district  of  32. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  5  premises  registered  as 
Carbide  of  Calcium  stores. 

The  supervision  of  the  erection  of  these  tank  takes  up  a 
considerable  amount  of  time  and  at  the  moment  the  specifi¬ 
cation  for  the  erection  is  as  follows  : — 

The  site  is  excavated  for  the  approximate  length  and  width 
and  to  a  depth  of  the  external  diameter  of  the  tank  plus  9  inches 
for  a  bed  of  concrete  and  3  9  inches  concrete  cradles  plus 
sufficient  room  for  a  manhole  and  fittings  at  the  head.  When 
the  tank  is  laid  on  the  cradles  it  is  then  tested  for  a  pressure 
of  5  lbs.  to  the  square  inch  for  ten  hours  and  if  there  is  no  fall 
in  the  pressure  gauge  instructions  are  given  to  fill  in  the 
excavation  with  sand,  if  in  a  clay  soil,  but  if  otherwise,  then  of 
the  same  soil. 

The  construction  of  the  other  fittings  to  the  pump  and  the 
foundation  for  the  pump  are  also  supervised. 

There  are  no  petrol  tanks  erected  under  garages  or  other 
buildings  up  to  the  present,  but  if  any  applications  are  re¬ 
ceived,  it  would  be  a  question  for  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Committee  to  consider  so  far  as  additional  construction  is 
concerned. 
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Knackers  Yard* 

The  Knackers  Yard  situated  in  Shirley  Road  is  always 
kept  clean  and  no  complaints  have  been  received  with  regard 
to  any  nuisance. 

Conclusion* 

I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Committee  for  their  co-operation  and  support  in  the  several 
matters  that  I  have  found  necessary  to  place  before  them.  I 
would  also  take  this  opportunity  of  extending  my  thanks  to  the 
other  Officers  of  the  Council. 

The  year  has  again  been  a  most  pleasurable  one  to  work 
with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  he  has  been  at  all  times 
ready  to  discuss  and  give  advice  in  all  matters  concerning  the 
Public  Health.  I  therefore  offer  him  my  sincere  thanks  and 
gratitude. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Fredk.  S.  F.  Piper,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I., 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE 
SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 


NUMBER  AND  DESCRIPTION  OF  INSPECTIONS 

AND  VISITS. 


Complaints  received  and  action  taken  ...  ...  113 

Inspection  of  houses  under  the  Public  Health  Act  109 

Inspection  of  houses  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  17 

Inspection  of  houses  and  premises  for  Voluntary 

Improvement  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Other  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  Water  Tests  applied  to  drains  ...  12 

Number  of  Smoke  Tests  applied  to  drains  ...  32 

Number  of  Smoke  Tests  applied  to  existing  house 

drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Houses,  etc.,  with  respect  to  refuse  receptacles  ...  7 

378 

Food  Premises* 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  382 

Butchers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Grocery  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Food  vans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ice  cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

471 

Cowsheds,  Dairies,  Milkstores,  etc* 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Milkstores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Proposed  Milkstores  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Visits  for  samples  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 


108 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts* 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

74 
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Zymotic  Diseases* 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  1^ 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Suspected  cases  of  Small  Pox  ...  ...  ...  2 

Small  Pox  Contacts  (of  cases  in  other  towns)  ...  60 

Other  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

100 

Secondary  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  321 

Petroleum  Acts* 

Petrol  Stores  ...  ...  ...  39 

Carbide  of  Calcium  Stores  ...  7 

Sites  for  proposed  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

52 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act* 

Complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

25 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  1529 

Number  of  Notices  served  during  the  year* 

Preliminary  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

Statutory  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cautionary  Letters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

128 

Disinfections  etc*,  after  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases* 

Rooms  in  Private  Houses. 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

66 

Factories  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Road  vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Articles  Disinfected* 

Beds 

Pillows  and  Bolsters 
Articles  of  bedding  . . . 
Household  articles 
Articles  of  wearing  apparel 
Library  books  (Public) 


Articles  Destroyed* 

Beds 

Pillows  and  bolsters  ... 
Articles  of  bedding  ... 
Other  articles  of  bedding 
Household  articles 
Articles  of  wearing  apparel 
Sundry  articles 


T  OTAL 


25 

30 
39 

31 
2 
2 

129 

69 

67 

6 

2 

10 

12 

1 

167 

366 


FOOD  SURRENDERED  OR  SEIZED* 

For  Tuberculosis. 


OXEN. 

Cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

4  Forequarters 

5 

1 

18 

2  Hindquarters 

3 

0 

8 

4  Heads 

1 

0 

14 

6  Sets  of  Lungs 

2 

14 

1  Liver 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

18 

2  Hearts 

9 

1  Stomach 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

7 

1  Quantity  of  Suet 

1 

18 

2  Skirts 

6 

2  Spleens 

...  ... 

5 

1  Set  of  Intestines 

... 

10 

Total 

PIGS. 

•  •  • 

11 

1 

15 

2  Carcases 

2 

3 

12 

8  Heads 

•  •  •  •  •  . 

3 

14 

15  Livers 

2 

18 

8  Sets  of  Lungs 

...  ... 

25 

7  Hearts 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

7i 

2  Sets  of  Intestines  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

24 

Total 

•  •  • 

4 

3 

16i 
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Other  Diseases* 


OXEN. 

Cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

11  Livers 

1 

3 

11 

T  OTAL 

1 

3 

11 

PIGS. 

4  Carcases 

3 

0 

14 

1  Head 

19 

8  Livers 

•  •  •  •  •  * 

1 

204 

7  Sets  of  Lungs 

224 

7  Hearts 

n 

2  Stomachs 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

14 

2  Kidneys 

2 

2  Spleens 

1 

2  Sets  of  Intestines  ... 

22 

Total 

4 

1 

101 

SHEEP. 

8  Livers 

•  •  • 

1 

9 

1  Set  of  Lungs 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

4 

1  Heart 

•  •  • 

2 

Total 

1 

15 

UNSOUND  MEAT. 

Leg  of  Lamb  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Loin  of  Lamb  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

13 


CANNED  FOODS. 

3  Tins  of  Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

12  Tins  of  Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

13  Tins  of  Fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  23J 

13  Tins  of  Vegetables  ...  ...  ...  1  5f 

Total  .  2  234 


Total  Weight — 1  Ton — 3  cwts. — 2  qrs. — 20 \  lbs. 
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APPENDIX, 


TABULAR  SUMMARY  OF  DEFECTS  REMEDIED 

DURING  THE  YEAR, 

Drains  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

New  drains  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drainage  to  houses  reconstructed  ...  ...  1 

Drains  disconnected  from  cesspoll  and  connected 

to  Public  Sewer  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cesspools  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Obstructions  removed  from  drains  ...  ...  20 

Inspection  chambers  constructed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  3 

Gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Fresh  air  inlets  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ventilating  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Soil  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sink  waste  pipes  fixed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  9 

Water  closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

New  pans  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Flushing  cisterns  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Walls  of  water  closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...,  1 

Internal  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

External  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Rain  water  Gutters  repaired  ...  ...  ...  13 

Rain  water  down  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  6 

Roofs  to  houses  and  Out-buildings  recovered  ...  3 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Outhouses  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Quarried  floors  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  4 

Grates  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Coppers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Floors  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Doors  and  frames  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Rooms  (including  staircases)  stripped  and  cleansed  33 
Walls,  Ceiling  and  woodwork  of  schoolroom 

cleansed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Paving  to  yards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Ashbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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Meat  stores  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Offensive  premises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Leather  dust  nuisances  abated  ...  .  .  ...  5 

Smoke  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Other  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


254 


Voluntary  Improvements* 

Ground  floor  rooms  converted  to  bathrooms  and 

lavatories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

First  floor  rooms  converted  to  bathrooms  and  lavatories  3 
Water  closets  fixed  in  bathrooms  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pedestal  wash  down  pans  and  flushing  cisterns  fixed  9 
Baths  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lavatory  basins  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Sinks  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Inspection  chambers  erected  ...  ...  ...  12 

Soil  and  ventilating  pipes  fixed  ...  ...  ...  8 

Waste  pipes  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

New  drains  constructed  (one  length  227  feet).  ...  25 

Gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Intercepters  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Drains  connected  to  sewer  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

355 


Factory  and  Workshop  Acts* 

Water  closets  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Earth  closets  converted  to  washdown  water  closets 

with  flushing  cisterns  ...  ...  ...  3 

Earth  closets  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Intervening  air  spaces  for  sanitary  conveniences  formed  6 
Lavatory  basins  constructed...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water  closets  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Workshops  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  ...  1 

Bakehouses  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sanitary  accommodation  provided  for  workshops  2 

39 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops* 

New  Floors  to  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cowsheds  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Milkstores  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  matters  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  .  399 
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